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First Annual

Wine Walk
Directions hosted its first annual Wine Walk on October
8th in the Union Street area of downtown Olean. Krissy
Wagner, Directions Executive Director said, “Everyone

that attended our Wine Walk had a blast!”

Denise Fryer, one of
Directions’ Program
Coordinators for the
Dwyer Veterans Peer

to Peer Program said, “The
Wine Walk participants were so
much fun. They enjoyed the
day and the wine tasting espe-
cially.” She worked the tasting
booth that was hosted by the
NAPA Superior Auto Parts
store here in Olean. She also
said, “I too had an amazing
time. It was a blast especially
getting to see all the folks hav-
ing a good time.” The NAPA
guys went all out for their
presentation and location.
They provided door prizes and
swag bags for the participants
that visited their booth.

Our Inaugural Wine Walk was
held on October 8th in the
Union Street area of downtown
Olean. We were blessed to
have several local and some
out of town businesses parti-
cipate as tasting stations.

A huge thank you to Ask
Design Jewelers, El Sombrero
Cafe, Heretic Clothing,
Brother’s Bistro, Beef and Bar-
rell Restaurant, NAPA Superior
Auto Supply, East State Wine
and Liquor, and our out of
town business participant,
Main Street Winery from Ar-
cade, NY.

We would also like to thank Vic
at Allen’s Wine and Liquor, and

Audra and Derek from Carpy’s
Custom Screen Printing. Vic
helped us by planning and
mapping out our wine offerings
for each station and Carpy’s
did an amazing job on our wine
cup decals and also had them
ready for us in half the normal
production time!

We have already started plan-
ning next years event. We have
changed to a Spring date and
will host the event on May 20th

at the same location down on
Union Street. For more inform-
ation please call or email Keith
Adkins at Directions:

716-379-8670 x8833 or
wadkins@oleanilc.org

Lisa Beahn from Main Street Winery in
Arcade, NY serving it up with a smile

Amber and Tonya volunteered to man
the Beef and Barrell tasting station

The El Sombrero Cafe owner, Mauricio,
had a fun time manning their booth

Denise Fryer working the NAPA booth
at the Wine WalkAngela Natik and her kids and Marcie

Thurst worked the Brother’s Bistro table
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Eric Jones is a world
renowned artist from
upstate New York. In his
21 years as a profes-

sional, the Olean, New York
native has drawn over 100,000
people at live events, and
70,000 more from photos! He
has been featured on the Food
Network's "Halloween Wars,"
and will appear on the chan-
nel's "Outrageous Pumpkins,"
airing this fall.

On September 17, Eric Jones
was gracious enough to host
and volunteer his time for our
Veterans and their family mem-
bers from the Dwyer Program
for a pumpkin carving class. He
used his talents and humor to
provide a fun filled event.
Some, were even star struck,
and asked for pictures with
him. He also donated a few
pumpkins to other veterans
who were not able to attend.

Our Joseph P Dwyer program hosted a pumpkin
carving event with champion carver Eric Jones

Pumpkin Carving
with Eric Jones

On October 19th, our
Transitions Program
Specialists, April
Bentley and Lexie

Provorse hosted a Halloween
Party for some of their con-
sumers at the Cuba Grange
Hall. The consumers had a
great time and had several
activities to enjoy for the event.
Thay palyed Bingo, socialized,
had a dance activity, a costume
contest, and made crafts.

Our Transitions Program
provides transition services to
youth and young adults ages
14-25 with developmental dis-
abilities. We help these young
adults learn vitally important
life skills, which allow them
greater independence in their
lives. Our Transitions Program’s
events are made possible
through the gracious support
of the Renodin Grant and
United Way.

Our Transitions Program hosted a Halloween
Party for consumers at the Cuba Grange Hall

Transitions Program
Halloween Party
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Dr. Genelle Morris, Olean School District Superintendent with Directions Staff members

Carla is part of our Representative Payee Program here at Directions

Payees, Carla has an excellent
way dealing with consumers”
says D.J. “Carla embodies a
true customer service spirit,
ensuring that the program is
well maintained and she
proposes changes that make a
difference in the lives of the
consumers we serve. Carla has
a very calming personality, and
this helps when dealing with a
person that might become
upset over their pay status.
Carla has also been an
excellent role model for other
staff here at Directions.”

”D.J. also adds, “Carla is the
model team player. She always
advocates for the consumer
and has a great knowledge of
how the system works for them

On Monday, September 26, 2022, employees of
Directions in Independent Living (DIL) delivered a
very generous donation of school supplies for several
area School Districts. Supplies donated were
collected through Directions in Independent Living’s
“Cram the Vans” event where the public was invited
to join DIL employees in donating school supplies for
the local districts. Supplies were collected from
August 8th to August 30th.

After the donations were presented to the districts,
40 Hinsdale Central School students along with 3
teachers, made an overnight trip to Washington, DC.
They visited the US Capital Building, Arlington
Cemetery, the Vietnam Wall, and got to go on a
Dinner Cruise on the Potomac River. For their trip to
DC, they were able to utilize some of the snack foods
that were collected during our Cram the Vans event.
Hinsdale Central School teacher and trip chaperone
Angie Sempolinski said, “We greatly appreciated all
the snacks, it saved us from having to stop multiple
times as well as helped the students financially!

Dr. Genelle Morris, Superintendent of Olean Schools
stated, “Directions in Independent Living’s generosity
is overwhelming, and I would like to extend a
heartfelt thank you from our students and staff at
Olean City School District.”

Carla Monroe, Representative
Payee here at Directions in
Independent Living, Inc., has
been selected for Employee of
the Quarter for September-
November of 2022. Carla
began her career at Directions
in February 2016 as an
assistant to the Executive
Director. She was promoted to
her current position in March
2020.

Carla was nominated by D.J.
Moore, our Benefits
Advisement Services Specialist.
When D.J. was asked why he
picked Carla he says, “She is
always willing to go above and
beyond what is needed. She
never complains either.” “As
one of the Representative

and against them. Her
ambition and excellent work
ethic really impress me.”

When asked what her main
motivation is for working here
at Directions, Carla says “The
ability to help people that are
really struggling.”

Carla received her award at the
Directions Staff Advance that
was hosted at the Challenger
Center at St. Bonaventure
University in September. She
was very honored and proud to
learn she was selected as the
Employee of the Quarter.
Recipients receive a gift
certificate and a trophy when
chosen for this award.

Employee of the Quarter
Carla Monroe

Hinsdale Central School students on the capital steps

Cram the Vans
School Supplies Drive
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If you have never ex-
perienced a visit to
the Challenger Center
in Olean, please con-
sider it now. Itʼs an
amazing learning ex-
perience for children
and adults alike!

On September 7th, Di-
rections in Indepen-
dent Living held its
quarterly Staff Ad-

vance Meeting at the Chal-
lenger Center at St. Bonaven-
ture University. The Quarterly
Staff Advance is a day set aside
to help show staff appreciation,
as well as to promote staff
morale, and just as a fun
day.The staff all participated in

an awesome pot-luck lunch
meal, as well as the activities
that were slated for the day at
the center.

The Challenger Learning
Center, 182 East Union Street,
Allegany, New York, is a space-
themed facility with
educational programs
designed to stimulate interest
in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM)

Staff Advance

through hands-on experiences
and simulations tied to
classroom learning and team-
building.

Staff members were able to
take part in a Mission to Mars
simulation with an assignment
in the “Space Station” or in
“Mission Control”. They
experienced monitoring space
storms, assembling a satellite
system, or were assigned to
Communications, Navigation,
Probe, Life Support, or the
Medical Team.

For the second half of the day’s
activities, the staff all
participated in a team building
activity, “The Great Rocket
Design Challenge”. The teams
of four or five staff members
each, formed a mock rocket
ship building corporation, and
then flew their rockets in an
accuracy of flight contest.

Kate Steigerwald, one of
Directions’ Co-Executive
Directors said, “My Co-Director
Krissy Wagner and I thought

that doing our fall advance at
the challenger center would be
something different and fun for
the staff. There are many staff
who had never been there
before so doing the mission to
mars and the rocket launches
were new team building
experiences. It was great to
see all the staff be engaged in
the activities and having fun!”

A huge and heartfelt thank you
to the Staff of the Challenger
Center for allowing us to come
out and enjoy an amazing, fun,
and educational day with them.

Team building rocket launch contest outside the Challenger Centerspera

Members of staff building rocketsspera
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Mickey’s Mom says,
“Mickey's Autism has
not deterred his zest
for life. He has
overcome many -

Featured Consumer
Mickey Jordan
Despite the challenge of having autism, Mickey is pursuing his dream of a
college degree and a career of his choice

My name is Mickey
Jorden. I also have
four Nicknames
that my family and

friends call me: Mickey D,
Micktastic, Mick, and Mick-
ster! I live in Olean, NY with
my Mom, my brother, and
my sister. My Mom works at
Siemens. My Dad is a sales-
man at Irr Supply. My
brother goes to Medaille
College where he is a Junior.
My sister is in Junior High
School. I have three dogs, all
girls. I have Daisy, Piper, and
my service dog Ava. She
helps alert my family when I
have seizures. I also have a
cat named Lacey at my
Dad’s house.

Since I was a young child, I
have wanted to be a sports
coach. As an adult, I still
want to be one. My favorite
pastimes are walking my
dogs, playing golf,
announcing hockey, and
anything to do with sports.
My favorite travel
destination was Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg, Virginia. I
finally got to go watch my
favorite college football
team in 2021. It was a really
fun experience for me.

I am a huge sports fan.
Some of my favorite teams
are Virginia Tech College
Football, the Buffalo Bills,
the Buffalo Sabers, St.
Bonaventure, and the NY
Yankees.

My biggest goal in life is
graduating from college and
becoming a coach. Some
causes that I am very
passionate about are Autism
Awareness and Down
Syndrome Awareness. I do
volunteer work as much as I
can. I have volunteered by
coaching for East Youth
Football, by helping out at
the SPCA, and I have also
played in the Unified Special
Olympics Basketball
program at St. Bonaventure
University.

Some fun facts about me are
that I know a lot about all 46
U.S. Presidents, and I can
also tell you a lot of fun facts
about them as well. If I had
one wish, it would be that
the Buffalo Bills would win a
Superbowl! My friend Max
has been a friend since my
early childhood. We still get
together as often as possible
when we have breaks from
college.

Mickey with his Service Dog, Ava.

Mickey and his Mom, Becky.

Mickey with his two Transitions Support
Specialists, Lexie and April.

(See Mickey on pg. 12)
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era volorep elest ressenita por molectis.

My name is Ryan Coble and I
am honored to be able to be a
member of the Directions in
Independent Living’s Board of
Directors. I was recruited for
this position by the Executive
Directors.

I am a New York native and
have lived in the Allegany
County area for the past 25
years or so. I work for the
Seneca Gaming Commision as
their Director of I.T.
Operations.

I volunteer in several areas of
the community. I am the Santa
for the Allegany Youth
Compeer program yearly. I am
a great advocate for fostering
and adopting children.

I have always strived to help
those in need and have been a
Community based youth
mentor for several years now.

In my free time I enjoy family
activities with my wife and
children, working on our farm
and with our horses, and
working on automotive
projects.

I am grateful to have this
opportunity to serve on the
Directions board, and I will
strive to help make the
organization run smoothly and
help to make sure that it is
promoted and widely known in
our region.

Mickey: (cont. From pg. 11)
I started college the year after I
graduated from High School.
My teacher’s aid Tia helped me
to prepare for my college
experience since when I was in
the 5th grade.

When I first started college at
Jamestown Community
College where I am majoring in
Sports Management, I had to
do everything independently.
Since then, my Transitions
Support Specialists, Lexie and
April have helped me so much
by giving me opportunities to
socialize and gain
independence skills. They
bring a lot of fun to my life,
allowing me to take a break
from the stress of school and
becoming an adult.

My dream is to walk across the
stage like my Mom did when
she graduated from JCC. My
ten-year goal is to live on my
own, independently, to be
married, and to have the job of
my dreams of being a coach.
And of course, to have my
dogs with me all the way.

Mickey’s Mom adds, “Mickey's
Autism has not deterred his
zest for life. He has overcome
many obstacles since getting
the diagnoses. He pushed so
hard in High School and
Graduated with a Regents
Diploma. Mickey was also
voted King of Homecoming his
Senior Year. Mickey now
attends JCC to pursue his
Associates degree in Sports
Management.

He is doing all of this
independently. This is the first
time he has been without an
aid and is doing amazing. I am
so proud of him. His smile
lights up the room. Everyone
just loves him the first time
they meet him. He is kind,
caring, compassionate young
man. His disability has not
dulled his enthusiasm to make
his dreams come true! Mickey
is an amazing person, and I am
so proud of the man he has
become.”

Our Transitions Program’s
events are made possible
through the gracious support
of the Renodin Grant and
United Way.

Welcome New Board
Member Ryan Coble



Directions in Independent Living is a non profit organization with locations in
Olean and Wellsville New York. Directions helps people with disabilities live more
independent lives. We have over 20 individual programs that specialize in many
different areas or needs that these individuals may struggle with in their daily
lives. The Directions organization has been described by its consumers as
“understanding, supportive, accommodating, and family oriented.”

Every year, more than 1 in 5 New Yorkers has symptoms of a mental disorder, are
stricken with poverty, or on the verge of homelessness. Moreover, in any year, 1 in
10 adults and children experience mental health challenges serious enough to
affect functioning in work, family and school life. Also, nearly a quarter of veterans
(22 percent) in New York state, were found to have a probable diagnosis of post-
traumatic stress disorder and/or major depression. Compared to similar
individuals in the general population, the veterans studied were at an eight-fold
greater risk of probable PTSD and a two- to four-fold greater risk of major
depression.

While many services are available to those in need, more than 40 percent of those
in need of services or help report being unaware of what help is available or
uncertain about how to navigate the systems that provide assistance. Outreach to
connect these individuals with services and better coordination among
government and community agencies is needed. We need a more combined effort
put into connecting consumers with care coordinators who can provide
personalized assistance across a range of service sectors. The existing system
often misses those people most in need of outreach or those who have not yet
connected with any assistance organizations.

That is why Directions in Independent Living was founded over 30 years ago. It is
only through the generosity of people like you, that we are able to continue to
serve, assist, and help our friends, neighbors, and veterans that are in need.

If you would, please consider making a donation, referring someone that might be
in need of our services, or even volunteer yourself as a helper for one of our
programs.

About our Agency


